
 
 

Preliminary Agenda 
 
Tuesday, March 23, 2004 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  EARLY REGISTRATION 
 
 
Wednesday, March 24, 2004 
7:30 am – 8:00 am  REGISTRATION 
   
8:00 am – 9:30 am  OPENING PLENARY 
 

INTRODUCTIONS  
Judith Qualters, PhD 
Chief, Environmental Health Tracking Branch 
CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health 
 
WELCOME    
Calvin Johnson, MD, MPH 
Pennsylvania Secretary of Health      

          
OPENING REMARKS 
Michael McGeehin, PhD, MSPH 
Director, Division of Environmental Hazards and Health Effects 
CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health 

 
KEYNOTE   
Ed Thompson, MD, MPH 
Deputy Director, Public Health Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

      
9:30 am – 10:00 am    BREAK 
 
10:00 am – 12:00 pm PANEL  

Environmental Public Health Tracking: From Vision to Reality 
 
12:00 am – 1:30 pm  LUNCH (on your own) 
 
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm PANEL  

Building The Vision: States’ Progress in Closing America’s  
Environmental Public Health Gap 

 
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm        BREAK 
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3:30 pm – 5:30 pm   CONCURRENT TRACKS 
I. Federal Consolidated Health Informatics Initiative 

• Federal Health Architecture 
• Public Health Information Network (PHIN) 
• National Environmental Information Exchange Network (NEIEN) 
• Electronic Surveillance for Emerging Infections, Including 

Bioterrorism (ESSENCE) 
II. Asthma and Related Environmental Data   
III. Emerging Issues: Autoimmune and Neurologic Diseases and Related 

Environmental Data 
 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  POSTER SESSION/NETWORKING RECEPTION 
    Information sharing (special activities, lessons learned, etc.) 
 
 
Thursday, March 25, 2004 
8:00 am – 9:15 am  PANEL 

Closing the Gap with Data and Tools From Partner Agencies  
 

9:15 am – 10:30 am      PANEL 
Environmental Public Health Tracking Centers of Excellence— 
Linking Science and Practice 

 
10:30 am – 11:00 am  BREAK 
 
11:00 am – 12:30 pm  CONCURRENT TRACKS 

I. Innovative Methods and Tools for Using Traffic and Air Quality Hazard Data for 
Environmental Public Health Tracking 

II. Data Linkage and Its Role in Identifying Blood Lead Levels, Related 
Environmental Data, and Medicaid Data 

III. Pesticide Surveillance and Research: Models and Lessons for the Development 
of State, Local and National Tracking Systems 

 
12:30 pm – 2:00 pm  LUNCH  
 
2:00 pm – 3:30 pm  CONCURRENT TRACKS 

I. Geographic Information Systems and Spatial Statistics: Methods Used and 
Lessons Learned from Linking Health and Environmental Data in the UK 
and the European Union 

II. Birth Defects and Environmental Data: Making the Link 
III. Cancer and Related Environmental Data 

 
3:30 pm – 4:00 pm  BREAK 
 
4:00 pm – 5:30 pm  CONCURRENT TRACKS 

I.  Risk Communication and Community Outreach 
II. Developmental Disabilities: Surveillance, Databases, Data-sharing, and 

Environmental Associations 
III.  Legislation, Data Access, and Privacy Issues 

 
5:30 pm    ADJOURN – Dinner on your own 
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Friday, March 26, 2004 
8:00 am – 12:30 pm   CLOSING PLENARY  
 
8:00 am – 10:00 am  PANEL 

Biomonitoring: Helping You Build a Successful Environmental Public Health Tracking 
Program 

 
10:00 am – 10:30 am  BREAK 
 
10:30 am – 12:00 pm  PANEL 

On the Road to Success: Incorporating Many Voices through Innovative Partnerships 
 

12:00 pm – 12:30 pm  CLOSING REMARKS 
Where Do We Go From Here? 

   Speaker: Michael McGeehin, PhD, MSPH 
Director, Division of Environmental Hazards and Health Effects 
CDC’s National Center for Environmental Health  

 
12:30 pm   ADJOURN 
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